What is the Little Fire Ant and where are they found?

Hawai‘i Ant Lab

Little Fire Ants (LFA) on a chopstick
Source: hawaii.gov

STOP

For More Information
On the Big Island:
Hawai‘i Ant Lab,
Pacific Cooperative Studies Unit,
University of Hawai‘i
16 E. Lanikaula Street
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720
Telephone: (808) 315-5656
Fax: (808) 974-4148
Email: info@littlefireants.com
On other islands:
Report new infestations to the
State of Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture
State Pest Hotline at:
(808) 643-PEST / (808) 643-7378
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Hawai‘i Ant Lab’s Mission:
♦ Protect

Hawai‘i from new
intentional and unintentional
introductions of invasive ants
♦ Prevent the inter-island and
intra-island spread of existing
invasive ant species
♦ Provide sound, practical
treatment methods for
homeowners, natural resource
managers, and industry
♦ Eradicate new incursions
whenever possible
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Survey and
Identification
Use the HDOA “chopstick” method to survey your property for LFA. Smear a THIN
layer of creamy peanut butter onto the sticks
and place them where LFA might be, such
as shady, moist areas on the soil and in vegetation. Numbering sticks will help to determine which areas are in fact infested with
LFA. Check the sticks after about one hour
to see if you have attracted ants.

Thin layer of peanut butter on chopstick

LFA are slow moving, completely orange in
color and are as long as a penny is thick. If
you see ants on the stick that match this
description, drop the stick into a Ziploc bag,
place it in the freezer overnight, and mail
them to the Hawai‘i Ant Lab (address on
back of brochure) for identification. Please
include your contact info to receive results.

LFA attracted using chopstick method

How can I protect myself,
friends, and family?
Prevention is the first line of defense against
LFA. It’s not difficult, but does take vigilance and knowing what to look for.

LFA farming sap-sucking insects on noni

Remember, LFA are “hitch-hiker” ants.
Check anything you bring to your home to
make sure you are not accidentally bringing
LFA as well. “High risk” items such as potted plants (especially palms, bananas, ti, and
dracaena), cuttings, foliage, soil, mulch, and
landscaping materials are likely to harbor
LFA. Designate a small area of your property/yard as a “holding area”. Any plants/
materials brought home can be put in this
area for monitoring (“chopstick method”)/
observation and treatment. By doing this
you can isolate any infestation to a single
spot which minimizes the risk of moving the
ants all over your property. Once you confirm the plants/materials are “little fire ant
free” (quarantine the items at least a couple
of weeks) you can then move the items
around as you wish. Be sure to survey your
holding area using the “chopstick method”
regularly (every couple of months at least)
and treat accordingly with barrier treatments
or baits.

Neighboring properties are another way
LFA can enter your property. The easiest
way to manage natural spread is for the
whole neighborhood to WORK TOGETHER on preventing LFA. Remember, if your
neighbor has them, eventually you will too.
If your neighbor has LFA but you don’t,
setting up a physical and/or chemical perimeter will help prevent them from moving
onto your property.
Making small changes to your yard can reduce LFA, such as removing rubbish, trimming vegetation, and choosing hardier
plants. In drier climates, such as West Hawai‘i, limiting irrigation, planting drought
tolerant plants, and xeriscaping are options
to prevent LFA. Xeriscaping is a landscaping
method that minimizes the need for artificial
irrigation; for more information, visit the
Honolulu Board of Water Supply website:
w w w . h b w s . or g/ c s s we b/ d is p la y . c f m?
sid=1086

Treatment
Methods
Limited resources and continued spread
make it virtually impossible to have a widescale eradication or control program. The
Hawai‘i Ant Lab works with the community
to spread knowledge on prevention and
treatment methods which can be employed
by residents, small plant venders, and nurseries.
It is important to treat your entire property
because LFA make lots of small nests.
Broadcasting ant baits is the perfect way to
start. Ant baits, an attractive food laced with
toxin, use the social behavior of ants to kill
entire colonies. This uses the least amount
of pesticide and gives the maximum amount
of control for your efforts, especially if it is a
heavy infestation. Baits can be in granule or
gel form, ready-to-use or mix-it-yourself.
The second step is to apply a barrier treatment which can be applied to the soil, hard
surfaces, or vegetation. Barrier treatments
are lasting insecticides which kill insects as
they crawl over treated surfaces. These are
excellent for keeping the critters out of your
house! Never apply a bait and a barrier
treatment at the same time. Use a dual approach; bait them FIRST, then blast them!
Visit www.littlefireants.com to
download FREE “how-to guides” with specific instructions on managing LFA.

LFA on banana tree

